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What is Malaria?   Malaria is a potentially fatal infection of the blood that is caused by a 
protozoan parasite called Plasmodium. An infection occurs when a person is bitten by 
a mosquito that carries the parasite.

Malaria is preventable and treatable.

Even so, each year, 350 to 500 million people are infected with malaria.  African children 
under  the age of five account for 75 percent of those who die—that’s 3000 children each day 
and 20 percent of ALL childhood deaths in sub-Saharan Africa.  Sadly, nearly everyone 
living in tropical Africa has a malaria episode at least once a year.
 Source: UNICEF
      
How does malaria affect a child?

Physically: 
Malaria symptoms can include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting, joint aches.    
If untreated it can develop into cerebral malaria that can cause a coma and   
even death.
 
Malaria can cause a child’s death even before he or she is born. Women who   
contract malaria during pregnancy have serious health problems. They run the   
risk of maternal anemia, spontaneous abortions and stillborn children. Their   
children may suffer from impaired fetal growth, premature birth or low birth   
weight.

Educationally: 
Malaria often keeps children out of school and causes them to lose valuable   
educational opportunities.
 Source: UNICEF

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try sleeping in 
a closed room with a mosquito.”  --African proverb
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Your support of the BiteBack Campaign saves lives in four ways:
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 • Households at risk receive insecticide-treated mosquito nets.
 • Education is given to children and families on malaria prevention.
 • Treatment is provided for those suffering from malaria.
 • Clearing of standing water around homes prone to breeding mosquitoes.

Why Bed Nets Work:

   • Bed nets are inexpensive: for $10 USD a bed net will protect a child for about  
    three years.  That’s less than a penny a day!
  • Bed nets are effective : when treated with insecticide, nets reduce the mortality  
    rate from malaria 
  • Bed nets are part of a larger strategy: they are even more effective when used in  
    combination with other strategies including removing mosquito breeding grounds

Your gift will help us accomplish the following:

  • Educate Compassion-assisted children and families on the importance of early  
    detection and treatment.
  • Increase the number of families who are able to sleep under insecticide-treated nets.
  • Reduce the number of children and family members who are suffering from  
    malaria and the number of deaths from the disease.
  • Reduce the number of days children are absent from school, offering them a  
    better education.
  • Save families living in poverty the expense of nets and treatment, allowing them  
    to spend their earnings on food, shelter and other necessities.

Compassion’s initial goal is to give more than 300,000 treated nets to at-risk
families in Africa this year, as well as offer preventive training and education. Our 
ultimate goal is to provide nets for all at-risk families in all of our programs.
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